FRENCH  POLITICAL THOUGHT
the population/' and the problem of Government is to favour
the rights of conscience against the tyranny of majorities.
In a word, he was a typical Conservative in what Lacombe
sarcastically calls " an over-exclusive, over-keen emotion of
anxiety for the comfort acquired by the best economically pro-
vided class, remaining blind or indifferent before the inadequate
conditions forced by present-day society on the working classes
. . . only aware of what was threatening in their attitude,
closing his eyes to their misfortune," which, as Lacombe adds,
is not the attitude of the sociologist.1
It is difficult to visualize the ideal society as Taine sees it;
his criticism always runs ahead of his appreciativeness. His
Travel Notes, penned as he went about France examining
candidates for admission to the Saint-Cyr Military School,
show much insight into conditions but little enthusiasm.
Everything in France was on a low average level, economically
and intellectually. Few outstanding features, few outstanding
personalities. But he adds: " That is what France wants: to
share everything, to have a widespread half-culture and half-
comfort, to make ten to fifteen million people fairly happy." 2
Politically and socially his ideal, like Kenan's, is England,
whose peaceful evolution he is perpetually contrasting with
that of France. He admires the Englishman's respect for
tradition, his reluctance to deliberate change, his regard for
an aristocratic governing class ; he really believes in his political
wisdom as against the more superficial cleverness of the
French. He admits, but deeply.regrets, the fact that institu-
tions cannot be transplanted from one country to another,
adding that laws matter really little, the thing is character and
manners, and the soul of a Frenchman is not the same as that
of an Englishman. This was to him a great pity; time and
time again he contrasts the French bourgeoisie with the English
middle class. "He persists in wanting to find in the French
provinces an English gentleman," wrote Barres sarcastically,
and not unfairly.3
1  Op. tit*) p. 270.
2  Carnets de Foyage, pp. 20, 78, i89.
3  In Le Figaro, igth December 1896 {Pages per dues).
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